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SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Y es . Nr. Speaker and members, this is a
v ery f r i e nd l y ame n d men t t ha t wi l l i n deed h e l p t h e b i l l . Th i s
amendment would be to have the schools start after Labor Day, is
the intent of the amendment, and I thi n k Sen ator W ithem is
probably for tha t 100 percent. But a nyway this amendment, it
would h e l p b o o s t t h e t ou r i sm d o l l a r s a nd i t wou l d a l so h e l p t he
economic development i n thi s state without any cost at all to
the State of Nebraska. The opening date w o u ld be set after
September 1st which I think would help the tourism industry, the
motel industry, the restaurant industry, and it would also let
the schools all start out even. S o I think it is something that
would be very good for the whole state. M ost generally, it is
always very wa rm the las t part of August, an d I think by
starting after September 1st, it would always keep th e sch ools
from letting out school at noon. There has been many students
and teachers that have contacted us and have said that we should
start the same time, and they would p refer th a t it woul d be
after Labor Day. Right now, there are several surrounding
states that have this type of legislation. Iowa has it. South
Dakota has it . Wh en I owa went to it, they estimated that they
increased their tourism industry by about S40 million. This
would also he lp ma ny cou nty fairs. Rig h t now. we have many
county fairs that run into the school opening, and I think t h at
if we wou ld set this up so that they would all start the same,
that every county fair, every school would know what date that
they would actually be starting at. The major opposition for
this amendment has been from the school boards. They say we are
taking away local control. We are not attempting to do anything
that has to do with education. We a re just saying th a t you
should all s t art e q ual, your football practice, whatever you
have, would all start th e sa m e day. When we get thro ugh
discussing this amendment, we will pull it, Nr. Chairman.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Further dis cussion, Senator
Withem.

SENATOR WITHEN: Nr . Speaker, members o f the body, if this is a
friendly amendment, I don't need too many more friends in here,
I don't b e lieve. Seriou sly, th e pro posal tha t is bein g
di scussed is one that I supported coming out of committee and
would vote for the bill if it w ere on the floor . Senato rs
Schellpeper and Bernard-Stevens brought in LB 841, I believe was
the number, which wo uld pr ovide a un iform starting date for
s chools. The opposition to that in the past has always been i t
flies in the face of local control, local citizens should make
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